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The President talks about putting
the country first, but this healthcare
bill does no such thing. American peo-
ple deserve better. Together we will
fight back and build stronger neighbors
block by block.

——————

ALZHEIMER’S & BRAIN
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the month of June
as Alzheimer’s & Brain Awareness
Month and to highlight the need for
continued investment, innovation, re-
search, and lifesaving cures for diseases
like Alzheimer’s that affect every fam-
ily and every neighborhood in America.

Right now, more than 5 million
Americans are living with this terrible
disease, with someone new developing
symptoms every 66 seconds. Studies
have shown that number could rise as
high as 16 million people by 2020.

This year, the cost of treating Alz-
heimer’s and other dementias will cost
Americans nearly $260 billion. By 2050,
estimates are that those costs will rise
to more than $1.1 trillion. To put that
in perspective, as a nation, we are only
spending slightly more than $30 billion,
total, in researching cures for not only
Alzheimer’s, but cancer, heart disease,
Parkinson’s, diabetes—literally, all
other diseases combined.

So this month serves not only to
raise awareness about Alzheimer’s, but
also for us to renew our commitment
to research. Mr. Speaker, we must find
a cure for the millions of Americans
struggling with Alzheimer’s, and it is
up to us to provide the resources to do
it.

——

STATEHOOD FOR PUERTO RICO

(Mrs. MURPHY of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, 10 days ago, Puerto Rico held a vote
on its future political status. Although
the ballot was not preapproved by the
U.S. Department of Justice as envi-
sioned by a 2014 Federal law, the ballot
was fair. It included Puerto Rico’s
three valid options: statehood, nation-
hood, and the current territory status.
Each option was accurately described.

In our democracy, only those who
cast ballots are counted, and those who
voted in Puerto Rico overwhelmingly
chose statehood. It is now up to Puerto
Rico’s elected officials, especially its
Governor and Delegate in Congress, to
determine how best to move forward.
They can count on my full support.

As I see it, in the wake of this vote,
the question is not whether but, rather,
when Puerto Rico will become a State.
After 119 years, it is well past time for
the U.S. citizens living in Puerto Rico
to have the same rights and respon-
sibilities as their fellow citizens living
in Florida and in other States.
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Puerto Rico has made countless con-
tributions to this Nation for genera-
tions. It has earned its own star on the
American flag.

CONGRATULATING CARLY
CLAUCHERTY

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Carly Claucherty
for being named a Presidential Scholar
in Career and Technical Education.

Carly recently graduated from
Springport High School and was nomi-
nated for her outstanding work in their
CTE agriscience program. She is one of
just 20 students from around the coun-
try to receive this distinguished award.

In high school, Carly was active in
Springport’s Future Farmers of Amer-
ica chapter, served as president of the
National Honor Society, and was in-
volved in student council. This fall,
Carly will be attending Michigan State
University, where she tentatively plans
to study crop and soil sciences.

Carly’s selection as a CTE Presi-
dential Scholar puts her in an elite
group, but I suspect it is just a starting

point for many more exceptional
things to come.
Mr. Speaker, career and technical

education provides valuable hands-on
experience, and this week we will be
voting for strengthening these impor-
tant programs to help more students
find their sweet spot, just like Carly
did.

———

HONORING NAVY SEAMAN BOBBY
TEMPLE

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor U.S. Navy Seaman Bobby
Temple, a 19-year-old who died during
the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. He
was one of 400 sailors who lost their
lives aboard the USS Oklahoma and
whose remains were buried in a mass
grave.

In 2015, the Navy started a project to
identify each of the remains and bring
closure to the families after 75 years.
Bobby’s bravery was honored during a
memorial service in O’Fallon, Illinois,
last week before his remains were laid
to rest in the National Memorial Ceme-
tery of the Pacific in Honolulu, Hawaii.

As a veteran myself, it is with heavy
heart that I honor Bobby’s heroic serv-
ice and pray God’s blessing for his
peaceful rest.

————

REPUBLICAN HEALTHCARE BILL
IS A DISASTER

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

June 21, 2017

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, we hear the
Senate is finally releasing a bill, a bill
that would, sadly, take away
healthcare from millions of Americans.
Apparently, this bill will go straight to
the Senate floor without a hearing,
without a markup, without the oppor-
tunity for any public input.

This Republican healthcare bill is a
disaster. It removes guarantees of cov-
erage that the Affordable Care Act cre-
ated, allowing States to determine
health insurance options and discrimi-
nate against people with preexisting
conditions.

Under the Republican plan to replace
the Affordable Care Act, Colorado,
alone, will lose billions of dollars of
funding. Coloradans will no longer be
covered by Medicaid, leaving many
more people uninsured and a further
burden on the rest of us, driving up our
rates because we have to cover the un-
insured. Even Colorado schools would
be affected because many schools serve
as Medicaid providers to students with
disabilities, and they would lose that
funding.

While the Affordable Care Act isn’t
perfect, I strongly oppose this Repub-
lican plan to take away insurance cov-
erage and raise rates for Coloradans.
Not only is the bill disastrous, the se-
cretive process undermines the institu-
tion of Congress and the American peo-
ple that have elected every Member of
this body.

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues
to oppose the repeal of the Affordable
Care Act.

———

SUPPORT DEFERMENT FOR
ACTIVE CANCER TREATMENT ACT

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
Representative ED PERLMUTTER and I
will be introducing the Deferment for
Active Cancer Treatment Act.

In 2017, more than 1.6 million Ameri-
cans will be diagnosed with cancer, and
many of them are currently repaying
their student loans. For these individ-
uals, a cancer diagnosis goes beyond
the exhaustive treatment and in-
creased medical expenditures and often
leads to unemployment or under-
employment. As a response to this
growing problem, I have introduced the
Deferment for Active Cancer Treat-
ment Act.

This commonsense bill will enable
cancer patients to defer payments on
their public student loans while ac-
tively receiving treatment without in-
terest accruing during this difficult pe-
riod, helping them, thusly, to avoid de-
faults. This measure will also help
lenders by empowering borrowers to
continue repaying their public loans
after their treatment ends, leading to
fewer defaults.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join Mr. PERLMUTTER and
me in standing with cancer patients
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